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Charoset

Shank Bone

Marror

Karpas

Chazeret*

3 Matzot

The general custom is to follow the opinion of the
Arizal when setting up the Seder plate. It is set up as

follows:

Hard Boiled Egg

*The chazeret is essentially the marror, such as romaine lettuce, or a type of marror, such as endives, that one will be using for korech.
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INTRODUCTION: 
The Rambam explains that Chol HaMoed is designated as a holy gathering, referred to in the
Torah as "Mikra’ei Kodesh" (sacred convocations), during which the Korban Chagigah was
offered in the Bet HaMikdash. As a result, melachah (labor) is prohibited to emphasize that Chol
HaMoed is distinct from ordinary days devoid of sanctity. However, unlike Yom Tov, not all forms
of labor are forbidden on Chol HaMoed which will be discussed below. The primary goal of these
prohibitions is to ensure that Chol HaMoed does not resemble a typical weekday. 

Additionally, there is an obligation to honor Chol HaMoed and treat it differently from a regular 
weekday. This includes having special food, drinks, and clothing that are nicer than what one 
typically has during the week, elevating the sanctity and joy of these days.  

The Gemara states, "One who treats the festivals with scorn is comparable to an idol 
worshipper."  Similarly, the Mishnah teaches, "One who treats the festivals with scorn has no 
share in the World to Come."  Rashi explains that this refers to someone who desecrates Chol 
HaMoed by performing melachah or treats these days as if they were ordinary weekdays in 
terms of eating and drinking. Such an individual, believing that these days are not as stringent 
as Yom Tov, fails to observe them properly.  
As Bnei Yisrael, who have been blessed with these special days of rejoicing with Hashem, it is 
our duty to treat Chol HaMoed with the respect it deserves, recognizing its immense gift and 
potential. 

1) There is a requirement of Simcha (joy) on Chol HaMoed, similar to the obligation on Yom 
Tov. This mitzvah of Simcha extends to the intermediate days of the festival, reinforcing
the idea that these days are not ordinary weekdays but are imbued with a unique sanctity
and purpose. The joy of Chol HaMoed is manifested through various practices that
enhance the festive atmosphere and bring happiness to individuals and families. 

2) On Chol HaMoed, this Simcha is expressed in several ways. One is through the 
consumption of special meals that include better food and drinks (wine) than one would
typically have during a regular week. This means preparing and enjoying festive meals
with more elaborate dishes, finer ingredients, and an overall uplifted dining experience to
reflect the joy of the holiday. 

 Being Happy On Chol HaMoed 

7 Rambam, Hilchot Yom Tov 6:17; Shulchan Aruch 529:2 

1 Vayikra 23:4; Chagiga 18a; Mechilta, Parshat Bo 9; Rambam, Hilchot Yom Tov 7:1. 
2 
3 Magen Avraham 530:1, Mishnah Berurah 530:1 
4 
5 
6 S

Rambam, Hilchot Yom Tov 7:1. 

Makkot 23a; Pesachim 118a. See also Chiddushei Maharal as to why this is compared to idol worship. 
Avot 3:11. See also Sanhedrin 99a.

ee also the Me’iri on Makkot 23a and the Zohar, Tzav 29b, which state that one who profanes the 
moadim is as if he denied one of the main beliefs of Judaism. The Midrash in Vayikra Rabbah, Behar 34 
adds that observing the days of Chol HaMoed is included in the words of the pasuk in Yeshayah 58:13 of 
me’asot derachecha, honoring the day by not engaging in one’s own affairs. 
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Work is permitted only if failure to do so will result in a significant financial loss.
Example: A store owner can do business if shutting down would cause a major loss 
(Moed Katan 13b, Shulchan Aruch O.C. 537:1). 
 However, it is prohibited to take on unnecessary work just to increase profits. 

Unskilled labor (Ma’aseh Hedyot) is generally allowed.  
Skilled labor (Ma’aseh Uman) is generally forbidden unless required for Chol HaMoed 
or to prevent loss. 
 Example: Fixing a button (unskilled) is allowed, but professional tailoring (skilled) is 
prohibited (Moed Katan 12a, Shulchan Aruch O.C. 540:1). 

 Any labor needed for enhancing the holiday is permitted. 
 Example: Cooking, baking, food preparation, repairing essential clothing or utensils 
(Moed Katan 10b, Shulchan Aruch O.C. 533:1). 
 If the task could have been done before Yom Tov but was delayed without reason, it may 
be prohibited. 

3) Another way to fulfill the requirement of Simcha is through wearing nicer clothing. It is 
customary to dress in garments that are more elegant and festive than regular weekday
attire. This outward change in appearance serves as a reminder of the sanctity of the
days and enhances the festive mood.

4) Initially, one is encouraged to have two meals with bread each day of Chol HaMoed, one 
in the evening and one during the day. However, this practice is not an absolute
obligation. The focus is on enhancing the meals to reflect the festive nature of Chol
HaMoed, but if circumstances make it difficult to have two such meals daily, there is
leniency in this regard.

1. Categories of Permitted Work (Melacha) 
A. Davar Ha’aved (Preventing Financial Loss) 

B. Tzorchei HaMoed (Work for Holiday Needs) 

C. Ma’aseh Hedyot vs. Ma’aseh Uman (Unskilled vs. Skilled Labor) 

8 Yalkut Yosef, Moadim p. 502; Pesachim 109a; Shulchan Aruch 529:2. 
9 Pesachim 109a; Shulchan Aruch 529:2. 
10 Yalkut Yosef Moadim p. 502. 
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A. Writing 

B. Laundry 

D. Tzorech Rabim (Work for Public Benefit) 

E. Po’el She’ein Lo Mah Le’echol (A Worker Who Has No Food) 

A person with no means of financial support may work to afford food. 
Preferably, they should do so in a discreet manner (Moed Katan 13a, Shulchan Aruch 
O.C. 545:3). 

 Washing clothes is prohibited to encourage people to prepare before Yom Tov. This 
includes having the clothing washed by a non-jew.
Exceptions: ● 

Clothing for young children who soil their garments frequently.
Soiled undergarments may be washed, provided that one only washes what he 
needs for the moed.

Work that benefits the community is permitted. 
Example: Fixing roads, repairing water systems, or any necessary public service (Moed 
Katan 5a, Shulchan Aruch O.C. 544:1). 

 is generally prohibited.11 

Writing needed for the holiday (e.g., Torah learning, shopping lists, schedules). 
Business records etc to prevent a financial loss. 
 Writting for community needs. 
Taking notes if failure to do so will ruin a grade. 
 Writing Divrei Torah as there is no greater loss than forgetting one's Torah 
learning. 

 Typing is permitted and not considered writing. 

2. Specific Halachot of Chol HaMoed 

Regular writing
Permitted cases: 

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

 Shulchan Aruch 545:1 
Shulchan Aruch 545:4; Mishnah Berurah 545:18.
Shulchan Aruch 545:4; Chazon Ovadia, Yom Tov, p. 203.
Mishnah Berurah 545:5.
Yabia Omer, vol. 8, 48:2; Ohr Letzion, vol. 3, 24:7; Yalkut Yosef, Moadim, p. 521, 40.
Yabia Omer, vol. 8, 48:5. Se also Igrot Moshe EH 4:73:4
Shulchan Aruch, O.C. 543:1; Birkei Yosef §1; and Chazon Ovadia, Yom Tov, p. 200.
Shulchan Aruch 534:1; Mishnah Berurah 534:11; Ohr Letzion, vol. 3, 24:1.
Chazon Ovadia, Yom Tov, p. 198. 
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Driving is permitted.
Traveling for leisure or visiting family is allowed. 

 Spot cleaning is permitted provided that one only cleans what was soiled. 
       Preferably, one should wait to do so until after the holiday. 

Ironing clothing that will be worn during the moed is permitted.
If one has no clean clothes due to unexpected circumstances. 

To properly honor the moed, one should get a haircut and shave before Yom Tov. To
prevent delaying these preparations until Chol HaMoed, the Chachamim prohibited
haircuts and shaving during Chol HaMoed. 
Exceptions:

Someone who was released from prison on Chol HaMoed, 
A mourner whose seventh day of mourning was on erev Yom Tov 
One traveling with a delayed arrival on Chol HaMoed, or only arrived without 
enough time to prepare beforehand. all other instances, even if one was unable
to cut his hair or trim his beard for reasons that were out of his control, he may
not cut his hair on Chol HaMoed. 
Cutting hair is permitted for medical reasons.
One may trim his mustache on Chol HaMoed, particularly if it interferes with 
eating. 
Cutting a child's hair is permitted.
Women's body hair removal is permitted. 

Buying is allowed only for Yom Tov needs. 
Selling is permitted if it prevents a loss or benefits the community (Shulchan Aruch
O.C. 539:1). 

C. Haircuts and Shaving 

E. Travel and Transportation 

D. Shopping & Business Transactions 
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 Igrot Moshe, O.C., vol. 5, 36:1; Chazon Ovadia, Yom Tov, p. 200. 
Ohr Letzion, vol. 3, 24:4; Chazon Ovadia, Yom Tov, p. 195. 
Mishnah in Moed Katan 13b and Gemara 18a; and Shulchan Aruch 531:1–4.
Shulchan Aruch 531:4. 
Igrot Moshe, O.C. 1:163. 
Shulchan Aruch 531:8. 
Shulchan Aruch 531:6; Chazon Ovadia, Yom Tov, p. 193. 
Shulchan Aruch 546:5. 
Shulchan Aruch 536:1. 
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G. Funerals and Mourning 

F. Marriages & Engagements 

 Forbidden, as it would detract from the simcha of the holiday. 
Permitted.  

Funerals may take place, but eulogies are limited unless for a great Torah scholar. 
 Mourning laws (aveilut) are modified or postponed. 

Marriage:
Engagements (without Kiddushin):

29 

31 

29

30

31

 Moed Katan 8b; Shulchan Aruch 546:1 
Taz 546:2, Chol HaMoed KeHilchato 1:32; Chazon Ovadia, Yom Tov, p. 207-208
Shulchan Aruch O.C. 547:1. 
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